Leucoencephalopathy after heroin inhalation. A case with partial regression of MRI lesions.
We report the case of a 41 year old patient who developed a severe cerebellar ataxia. MRI findings were suggestive of myelin damage with symmetrical involvement of the cerebellar hemispheres and, to a lesser extent, the decussation of the superior cerebellar peduncles, the corticospinal tracts and the centrum semiovale. He had been inhaling heroin for the last 5 years. Two years after stopping heroin, he showed clinical improvement with partial regression of the MRI lesions. MRI findings of leucoencephalopathy after heroin inhalation are well described in the literature, however longitudinal studies are rare. It is the purpose of this report to show that clinical and MRI features can be characteristic of this leucoencephalopathy and that regression of white matter lesions can be seen after heroin withdrawal.